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1. GENERAL: 4 p/ 

peration I'TIGEH HUNT' s’ was conducted in an ‘area 
amroxinate~ 4.0 km northwest of DALAT on the bound& of DAHLAC-TUYEN 
D'vi: and QUANG DUC Provinces, 23rd DTA, II CTZ, duringthe period l2 Apr - 

The units p&ticipating'in the operation 
Bns, one Sepazgte Hang& companyr a 
Sector Forces of DAHLAC, TUYEN DUC and 

two B-26 aircraft, all under 

kill or.capture VC personnel and 
destroy VC logistical and training installatio+ _I_L____ ,__.__ - -. - -- --__ 

4. CONCEPT:-&% e concept of the operation was to utilize three Bn 
(+) size forces converging from North to South. Provincial unit8 of the 
above three provinces were to operate in ahas adJacent to the primary 
zone of operation by establishing ambush sites and attacking kmwh or 
suspected VC installations. Preplanned strikes were scheduled by VNAF on 
suspected VC coricentrations in support of the initial attack. Helicopters 

\were to be used for resupply, medical evacuation, aerial re~onmissame, 
\andliaison. AD-~'S were on call at PIE1KU.I 
1 -IF- 

\--- _L 
5.. RESULTS: The operation was considered partially successful with 

iVC losses of 10 KIA and 3 captured; 8 weapons and a large quantity of 
documents confiscated; severs1 logistical and training bases destroyed; 

d large amounts of supplies captured, 
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5.. RESULTS: The operation was considered partially successful with 
iVC losses of 10 KIA and 3 captured; 8 weapons and a large quantity of 
I documents confiscated: severs1 logistical and training bases destroyed; I 

large amounts of supplies captured. 
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‘l, 6. JESSONS LEARNED: 
I 

/---I .._ 

SUSTAINEDANTI-GUEBBILLA O&RATIOrJs CANSEIZECONI'BOLOFAN 
AREA FHOM'&E VC. Friendly forces conducted sustained operations over 
period of 15 days and succeeded in seizing control of the area. 

a 
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This was largely due to the fact that the operational area was of 
appropriate sise for the participating units. However, it must be 
mLLi%edthatcontrolofthe areawastemporargin nature,ami that 
sufficient local forces must be made available to maintain pensanent 
control 6E an area after the withdraw1 of regular units. (See T&T 
Papsr, Part II, Pages 17 and 18). 

b. STAYBACK PATROSS CAN BE USED TO GOOD ADVAWAGE. The 
majority of VC casualties were caused by stayback patrols during the 
last few &qs of the operation. The stayback patrols ambustiedkmall 
gmupis of the VC retuMi.ng to an area after the departure of friendly 
forces. (See T&T Paper, Chapter VII, Pl). 

c. STEALTHHUSTEU3USEDTO GAINSURPRISEWHENXIVIKG THROUGH 
DEX%LY VEGETATED AREAS. The movement of individuals through dense 
tmderbrush and bsmboo was exceptionally noisy in some instances. This 
provided the VC with sn indication of direction, and allowed them 
sufficient time to withdraw from the area. 
F2). 

(See T&T Paper, Chapter IV, 

d. SUALLUNITLEADERSAND FORMARDODSERVERPERSONNEZMJST KN3i 
~PEMpERP~~uREWRDIIzGcTINGSuppoIzTINGvI~. 'Mortarfimuas 
occasionallyuntimelyand inaccurate because sane small unit leaders and 
forbmdobserver personnelwerenot familiarwith properfiredimction 
procedures. In fact, a few formud observers were at the gun positions 
instead of at the ambush site. (See T&T Paper, Chapter VI, Dl). 

e. CIVIC ACTION TEAHS MJST BE AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS INVOLVING 
CIVILIANS. One entire village of app roximately 160 civZZs requested 
resettlement outside the VC controlled area. However, action onthe request 
was greatly delayed because Civic Action Teams we= not available and m 
prior planning had been made for resettlement of civilians, Most of the 
civilians in the village mm later evacuated to DALAT. 
Chapter IV, D6-12). 

(See T&T Papsr, 

f, HBL;ICIIPIBRUNmNGZONES~TERBCONNOI~~ROBSTACIBS 
PRIORTOANOPRRATION, Suitable heIicopterIanding sones inmountaismus 
temain are vet- scarce and can be denied to helibome forces with little 
effort ty the construction of obstacles. However,priorm3connaissame 
can detect w such obstacles. In this an?aofoperatims, the W had ., 
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constructed obst&cles of long sharpened stakes on' the ma,jod.ty of the 
landing zones. 

7. The foregoing is for your information and gui+nce. 
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1, GENERAL: Operation "TIGER HUNTrt was conducted in an area approxiw 
mately 4OEthwest of D&AT on the boundary of DARI&&TUYXN DUC and 
QUANG DUC Provinces, 
2962. 

23rd DTA, II CTZ, during the 3eriod12 Apr - 27 Apr 

2, PARTICIPA?.'ING UN-ITS: The units participating in the operation were 
two Inf Regt Hqs, three Inf Bns, one Separate Ranger company, a Division 
Recon Company, Military Sector Forces of DARLAC, TUYEN kC and QUANG DUC, 
two H-21 helicopters, 
23d Division. 

and two B-26 aircraft, all under operational control of 

3. MISSION: The mission was to kill or capture VC personnel and destroy 
VC logist-d training installations. 

4. CONCEPT: The concept of the operation was to utilize three Bn (+) 
size forces converging from North to South. Provincial units of the above 
three provinces were to operate in areap 3 adjacent to the primary zone of 
operation by establishing ambush sites and attacking &own or suspected VC 
installations, 
concentrati6ns 

Preplanned strikes were scheduled by VNAF on suspected VC 
in support of the initial attack. Helicopters were to be 

used for resupp3y, medical evacuation, aerial reconnaissance, and liaison, 
AIWs were on call at PXEIKU. 

5. RESULTS: The operation was considered partially successful with 
VC losses of 10 KLA and 3 captured; 8 weapons and a large quantity of docu- 
ments confiscated; several logistical and training bases destroyed; & 
large amounts of supplies captured, 

a, SUSTAINED ANTI-GUERRILLA 
AW FROM THE VC. 

DPE&XJ?IONS CAN SEIZE CONTROL OF AN 
lW.endly forces conducted sustained operations over a 

period of 15 days and succeeded in seizing control of the area, Thiswas 
largely due to the &ct that the operational area was of appropriate size 
for the participating units. However, it must be realized that control of 
the area was temporary in nature, and that sufficient local forces must be 
made available to maintain permanent control of an area after the withdrawal 
of regular units. (See T&T Paper, Part II, Pages 17 and18). 



of the o:Jeration. Tne stayback patrols 
to an area after the departure of friendly forces. (see T&T 
VII, Fl) 

of VC returning 
?&per, Chapter 

brush and banboo xas exce$ionall;~- i:oisy i> soiiie inL&ices. T&s provided 
the VC with an indication of direction, and allorred them su;l'fxient time to 
withdraw from the area, (See T;&T Paper, Chapter IV, F2) 
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occasionally until elv and inaccurate because some small unit leaders and 
forward observer personnel were not familiar with proper fire direction 
procedures. In fact, a few forxrd observers were at the gun positions 
instead of at the ambush site. (See T:'T Paper, Chapter VI, Dlj 

CIVIC ACTI’L\I\j Qjjj>.~:~ ;eyd$‘r !-;, .,Q&&&~ F(& OP~AAy’IOl\i& I&-VOLJJIru’G 

.%m .- - --muw_ -- ------e-w 
&e entire village of ap;sGGtely 160 civilians reouested 

resettlement outside the VC controlled area. Iiowever, action on -the rec.uest 
was greatly delayed because Civic Action TeLms were not available and no 
prior planning had been made for resettlement of civilians. '"iiost of the 
civilians in the village xere later evacuated to D&iT. 
Chapter IV, ti-3.2). 

(See T< .T Paper, 

terrain are very scarce and can be denied to heliborne forces xith little 
effort by the construction of o-xstacles. However, prior reconnaissance 
can detect any such obstacles. In ties area of operations, the VC had 
constructed obstacles 
landing zones. 

of long sharpened stakes on the majority of the 

*> 7. The foregoing is for your information and guidznce. 
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